st sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe she sl sl sl slesie sfesfe ste e sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe shesfesfe sl slesiesiesie sfestestesie sfesfesfesfe sfe e sfesfesfesfese s

NCGUB: News on Migrants & Refugees-25 November, 2009(English & Burmese)

st sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe she sl sle sl slesie sfe e sfe e sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe shesfeshesle slesiesiesie sfesfestesie sfesfesiesie sfe e sfesfesfesfese s

HEADLINES

sfesfesfeseskesteste e sfe e se s st e sfesfe se s st st e fe e s s st e sfe e s s st e sfefe s s st e fe e se s s st e fesfe s sk st e e fe e
NEWS ON MIGRANTS

Fish box factory raided by Immigration

Thai officials rescue Burmese workers

NEWS ON REFUGEES

Japan calls for Burma refugee support
Karen Refugee Tells of Life in Australia
Swiss Film to Show Life in Refugee Camp

sk ks sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ko sk sk sk sk sk sk ks sk sk sk s s sk sk sl s sk sl s sl s sk sl s sk sl s s s s s sk sk sk
2q clopE:3a006000:9P00008:
Q. 33200 Qs g

[g$0> 3a0p800024p: 30305 ooepio€ enao€emplgp: ¢&etlgepd
[g$ercpdiqpesCat:fiogbiolaougieonteqp: ¢ 32000 ealongp: §ooodm aoddgooé

i;c_ugooéquoom&

wudcognzoopboe§iod Zacpgtyp: agespadecpan

Fropeooglang, ebebgogaopd sacfgases codaepoiiooby

BodZgp: Gagyqboonieadaopd: FHE8Bono walffeoo:

wecoip:8Ee s0po0pbmaecoigp: 0§:§fGEG0zE AéieoypEiamiculon voowsne

e sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sle sl sl sle sl sl sfesfe sfe e sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe shesfe sl sl slesiesiesiesiestestesie sfesfesiesie e e sfesfe s sfe s

NEWS ON MIGRANTS

st sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sle sl sle sl slesie sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe shesfesfe sfe slesiesiesie sfesfesfesie sfesfesfesfe sfe e sfesfesfesfesle s

Fish box factory raided by Immigration
Tuesday, 24 November 2009 15:10

Several Burmese migrant workers, including two children aged about 10 years, were
arrested and sent to the IDC main prison by Immigration officials this morning,
following an earlier raid at the Fish Box Factory. The factory is located near Banbaw
Railway Station, on the Phalansoung main road, Bangkok, Thailand.

At 6 am, thirty officers from the combined forces of Thai immigration and police,
arrived at the factory compound and checked work IDs of the all the workers in the
rooms. At first, all workers from A. B. and C buildings were arrested and loaded onto
trucks. Most were later released when authorities from the factory arrived and showed
relevant working permit documents.



Two 10 Year old children and three workers were arrested. Although they had work
permits, these were issued to work in a different province and so all were taken to the
IDC Main prison.

The father of one of the arrested children, Kyaw Soe Min, said; "My wife and I have a
work ID. He was sleeping, he tried to run when the police came but they had already
circled our building". The mother added that the child had only been in Thailand for
two months.

Ko Ashaygyi (who has lived near the factory for almost ten years) said; "Before the
factory had a good relationship with local authorities, but this year they may have
stopped paying under the table for work IDs for new arrivals. That is why I think they
might have raided the factory, but I'm not sure".

Maung Zaw Linn, a 12 year old child from Kawkarieak, Karen State, originally
staying and learning at one of the monasteries in Bangkok, was arrested when he
came home to rest with his mother because he felt sick.

Ko Nyi Nyi, elder brother of Maung Zaw Linn said; "Because my younger brother
was arrested, I went to the IDC main prison. The officer said to me that ‘very hard
talking Burmese, Cambodian and Lao apply for passports but nothing happens. If
these Burmese don’t get passports by the end of this year, we will be arresting more.’
“Ko Nyi Nyi added “It seems to me that they are pressuring us to get passports.”

Both the Thai and Burmese Governments implemented passport processing, but they
do not go through smoothly or successfully. The legal term for Burmese migrant
workers to stay and work in Thailand will end next February 28th.

http://www.ghre.org/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=293:fish-
box-factory-raided-by-immigrationé&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=70
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Thai officials rescue Burmese workers
by Usa Pichai Tuesday, 24 November 2009 19:38

Chiang Mai (Mizzima) — Fifty four Burmese workers believed to be victims of human
traffickers were rescued after Thai officials raided a frozen seafood factory in Trang
Province, southern Thailand.

On Monday, Thai officials from Bangkok and Trang province, led by Pol Lt Col
Taweep Changtor, from Thai Immigration Police Office, raided a factory of the J.D.P
Co. Ltd. a big dried fish producer and ice distributer in Kantang district of Trang
Province.

The raid followed information that Burmese workers were detained and face threats in
the factory and were believed to have been trafficked. The police found 32 Burmese
workers in a house in the factory compound. Another 24 were found in boats
anchored near the area. Some of the workers had work documents while most did not.



“Immigration police were tipped off by Burmese workers who fled from the factory.
They said that there were workers, who were being forced to work and some are
beaten up by the head worker of the factory. The workers are taken to work by a
fishery boat captain who acted as an agent searching for migrant workers. Some of
them want to return to their country but are forced to work and are detained,” Pol Lt
Col Taweep was quoted in a report in the Thai newspaper Manager.

The police said that the owner of the factory denied the accusation and claimed that
the workers had work documents in keeping with the law. Some of them who did not
have documents are fishermen, who worked for others boats and had no links with the
factory.

The officials found out that the factory applied to the Ministry of Labour to hire more
than 600 migrant workers.

However, the officials are investigating and following leads on agents, who might be
human traffickers.

According to a recent report by The Mirror Foundation, a non-governmental
organization working on the human trafficking issue in Thailand there are four
provinces in southern Thailand which are blacklisted. They are Songkhla, Chon Buri,
Samut Prakarn and Samut Sakorn all located on the seashore. It was felt that more
provinces have the same problem. There are several trafficking networks that are
active in the area because of the high demand for workers in the fishery industry.

Earlier, Issara Somchai, Minister of Social Development and Human Security said
that Thailand has the biggest number of fishing boats in the lower part of Asia and
many are using illegal labourers from Burma and Cambodia to work on the vessels.

http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/3080-thai-officials-rescue-burmese-workers-
.html
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Japan calls for Burma refugee support
Nov 24,2009 (DVB)

The Japanese prime minister has called on the United Nations refugee agency to assist
in the resettlement to Japan of Burmese refugees currently in camps along the Thai-
Burma border.

Some 130,000 Burmese nationals, the majority of whom have fled fighting in the
country’s eastern Karen state, currently live in nine major camps on the Thai side of
the border.

Japan has said it requires assistance from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) to resettle 30 Burmese refugees each year over the next three years,
starting from fiscal year 2010.



Around 17,000 Burmese refugees living in camps in Thailand are resettled each year
to third countries, mainly the United States. Between 5,000 and 8,000 new refugees
arrive in the camps each year.

Japan, which has been criticized in the past by rights groups for its apparent pandering
to the military regime in Burma, has become the first Asian country to accept
Burmese refugees.

In a letter sent to the Japanese government last month, however, eight human rights
groups criticized Tokyo for failing to adequately protect Burmese Rohingya refugees
seeking asylum in the country.

Kanae Doi, the Tokyo director at Human Rights Watch, one of the signatories to the
letter, said today that the latest announcement was a “welcome move” by the
government, but urged it to do more.

“The resettlement is restricted to only 30 refugees every year, and that number is too
small, so we want Japan, in cooperation with UNHCR, to enlarge the project,” she
said.

“We also want Japan to really press the Burmese government to stop the persecution
of all Burmese, including the Rohingya group.”

She added that it was “a gesture” by the new Democratic Party of Japan, which
needed to “take more steps” to protect Burmese refugees.

Thailand recently voiced concern about a possible wave of refugees crossing its
border in the run-up to elections in Burma next year.

Aid groups working on the border have also warned about the potential for outbreaks
in conflict as the Burmese government attempts to transform armed ethnic groups into
border guard forces prior to elections.

It was this that resulted in heavy fighting earlier this year between Burmese troops
and an ethnic Kokang group in Burma’s northeastern Shan state. Around 37,000

refugees fled across the border to China.

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=3083
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Karen Refugee Tells of Life in Australia
By SHAH PAUNG Tuesday, November 24, 2009

MELBOURNE, Australia—A 32-year-old Karen refugee who was born in Burma's
"Killing Fields" and who spent 23 years in refugee camps was given a chance at a
new life in Austrlai in 2007. But although she says life in Australia is better than a
refugee camp on the Thai-Burmese border, Eh Payu Say still worries that Western
culture will influence her children, and she says she deeply misses the friends and
family she left behind.



“We spent more than 20 years in poverty at refugee camps," she said, turning her
teary eyes away as she spoke. "But now we are all separated and living in different
places around the world. I don't know if I'll ever see my friends and family again."

Eh Payu Say arrived in Melbourne, South Australia, in May 2007 along with her
husband, two children (a boy and a girl), and her youngest brother. In September 2009,
Eh Payu Say’s mother and another younger sister joined them in Melbourne.

Eh Payu Say said that when she first arrived, she studied at the Adult Migrant English
Program and is still the only member of her family who speaks the language.

Everything is new for her family, especially the culture; it's still very starnge to them,
she said.

The language barrier is the first and foremost problem: no one in her family can find a
job with a decent income. They receive support from Centrelink, the state-run social
security agency in Australia. Altogether, the family receives about AUS $2,250 (US
$2,075) per month. From that, they must pay their rent, utility bills, food, transport
and phone bills. Eh Payu Say's brother gets AUS $950 ($875), which he shares with
the family.

Eh Payu Say works part-time as a waitress in Melbourne. She works at least 15 hours
a week and she earns AUS $20.95 ($19.30) an hour. Still, she feels uncomfortable,
she said, because often she cannot understand what costumers and workmates say.

Centrelink stopped supporting her when she started working and reduced her
husband's allowance as well. "We have to work as much as we can to build our new
lives here. We can’t depend on Centrelink alone,” she said.

Nevertheless, she recalled when she first started working as a schoolteacher at the
refugee camp and she was paid just 50 Thai baht ($1.50) per month.

“It is hard to manage on the money here, but it is better than in a refugee camp,” she
said. "At least we can afford to buy our children snacks now."

Eh Payu Say said that she is glad she took resettlement in Australia for the sake of her
children. She said that she has never been recognized as a citizen in any country,
including Burma. “How can people be recognized as human beings without
citizenship?” she asked. "Sometimes, when people ask me what my nationality is, I
don’t know how to reply.”

Australia is a good country for children and it is safe, she said. People are free, it is
democratic and we don't have to worry about the Tatmadaw, the Burmese government
forces, attacking us any more.

Eh Payu Say recalled her childhood and the numerous times she, her family and
fellow villagers had to flee into the jungle to escape the Tatamdaw. Constantly on the
run, they never had permanant homes, schools or hospitals, she said.



She said she remembered how, as a child, she used to sit by candlelight every night
waiting for the sound of gunfire. She said that after her family had crossed into
Thailand to the refugee camp, she had to wait in line every night to collect water.

She recalled how she had to queue up at the well until midnight or sometimes to 2 or
3 a.m. to fill a gallon jug with water. "There were so many refugees. The queue
looked like a long train,” she said with a laugh.

Eh Payu Say's family originally lived in Huay Kaloke refugee camp near Mae Sot, a
border town in Thailand's Tak Providence. After the camp was burned down in 1998
by a joint force of the Tatmadaw and its allies, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army,
the refugees were moved to Umpiem Mai refugee camp.

Eh Payu Say remembers well that refugees were not permitted to go outside the
camps, which were controled by the Thai army. Homes were built from bamboos and
roofs were made from dried leaves and scrap plastic. There was no electricity and the
camps were fenced with barbed wire.

Decades of civil war have left some 140,000 refugees—mostly Karen, Karenni and
Mon—in camps, and more than 450,000 Internally Displaced Persons in eastern
Burma.

Since 2005, some 46,000 Karen and other ethnic refugees have been resettled by the
UN's refugee agency, the UNHCR, in Western countries, although less than 4,000
have been taken in by Australia.

According to a Nine News report on Oct. 19, the Australian government spent an
estimated AUS $628 million ($580 million) in two years supporting a total of 52,469
refugee visa holders from various parts of the globe.

“Refugee Council of Australia chief executive Paul Power said there were difficulties
for refugees finding work in Australia, at least in the short term, resulting in many
needing assistance to survive,” the report said.

Eh Payu Say said she knows life will be tough in Australia, but she and her family are
determined to succeed. She wants her family to get Australian citizenship so they will
be free to travel and work without fear. One day, she said, she would love to return to
her Karen homeland.

http://irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=17276
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Swiss Film to Show Life in Refugee Camp
By KO HTWE Tuesday, November 24, 2009

A Swiss film director, Stephan Haupt, has completed filming in Thailand on a movie
depicting life in a refugee camp along the Thailand-Burma border.

The script revolves around refugees and a Swiss doctor who arrives at a camp with his
wife while on a vacation trip.



The budget for the film, which has a working title of “How About Love?,” is US $2
million. Swiss actor Adrian Furrer plays the doctor. The cast includes Burmese actors
and refugees who are familiar with life along the border.

Filming was recently completed in Chiang Mai and the surrounding area. Permission
could not be obtained to film inside a refugee camp. Final shooting will be completed
in Switzerland.

Haupt, a native of Zurich, attended the Theater Academy of Zurich from 1985-1988
and has been an independent film and theater director since 1989. He won a 2002
Swiss film prize for “Utopia Blues.” Since 2008, he been president of the Swiss
Filmmakers Association.

“When I was 20 years old my parents brought two Cambodian refugees in
Switzerland to our apartment,” Haupt said. “They had lived in a refugee camp and
seen terrible things.

Sometime at night I could hear them crying, yelling and shouting in dreams. They
told me things they had seen and what happened to them. It started me thinking about
the unbelievably strange world we live in.

Thein Win of Chiang Mai, who played a refugee camp leader, told The Irrawaddy:
“I'm glad I could participate in this film. The direct wanted to show the effects of
oppression. I think we can bring some attention to the subject.”

He said the film will draw attention to the issue of land mines and their effect on
innocent civilians and children.

In 2008, US actor Sylvester Stallone made a big-budget film, part of his Rambo
series, which showed the plight of ethnic groups in Burma.

An estimated 140,000 refugees, mostly from eastern Burma, live in nine refugee
camps along Thailand’s western border, according to the Thailand Burma Border

Consortium.

An interview with director Stephen Haupt can be found on The Irrawaddy Web site in
the coming days.

http://irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=17277
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